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IMPLEMENTATION OF CONTROL MEASURES  
RELATED TO THE COVID-19 VIRUS 

 
  WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020 Dr. John Hellerstedt, Commissioner of the Department of 

State Health Services (“Commissioner”) Issued a Public Health Disaster Declaration in the State 

of Texas for the purpose of reducing and delaying the spread of COVID-19; and   

WHEREAS, under Texas Health and Safety Code §81.082, the Public Health Authority 

has the authority and control over disease control measures within its jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, under Texas Health and Safety Code §81.082(c) those measures can 

imposed on a place; and  

WHEREAS, under Texas Health and Safety Code §81.082(f) those measures can include 

prevention; and  

WHEREAS, under Texas Health and Safety Code §81.084(k) the health authority may 

impose control measures he considers necessary and most appropriate to arrest, control, and 

eradicate the threat to the public health; and 

WHEREAS, under Texas Health and Safety Code §122.006 the City may adopt rules to 

protect the health of persons, and additionally under §121.024, it is the duty of the health authority 

to aid in the enforcement of such rules; and 

WHEREAS, in the March 19, 2020 declaration the Commissioner required each person 

to act responsibly to prevent and control COVID-19 pursuant to Texas Health and Safety Code 

§82.002.  

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020 Greg Abbott, Governor of the State of Texas issued the 

following four executive orders: 

Order No. 1 - In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, every 

person in Texas shall avoid social gatherings in groups of more than 10 people. 

Order No. 2 - In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people 

shall avoid eating or drinking at bars, restaurants, and food courts, or visiting gyms or 

massage parlors; provided, however, that the use of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options 

is allowed and highly encouraged throughout the limited duration of this executive order. 

Order No. 3 - In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people 

shall not visit nursing homes or retirement or long-term care facilities unless to provide 

critical assistance. 

Order No. 4 - In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, schools 

shall temporarily close; and  

 WHEREAS, on April 1, 2020, the City Council extended the emergency declaration 

through April 30, 2020; and 
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WHEREAS, on April 17, 2020 and April 27, 2020 the Governor of the State of Texas 

executed orders that began the slow process of reopening businesses in Texas; and 

WHEREAS, on April 30, 2020 the City Council extended the emergency declaration and 

adopted the executive orders of the Governor as orders of the City. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dr. James Vretis, Tom Green County Public Health Authority, 

pursuant to Texas Health and Safety Code §81.082, hereby add and rescind the following control 

measures: 

The following private or public recreational or entertainment facilities within Tom Green County 

must remain closed: sexually oriented businesses, skating rinks, bowling alleys, swimming pools, 

dance studios, basketball courts, beaches, pavilions, and overnight camping areas. 

The order dated April 20, 2020 limiting occupancy of stores and requiring masks is hereby 

rescinded. 

The order dated April 16, 2020 regulating the operation of golf courses is hereby rescinded. 

Masks are still recommended for all persons but are not required by this order.  Any provision of 

any prior order requiring masks is hereby rescinded. 

All public, private, and commercial employers within Tom Green County performing FDA 

approved COVID-19 testing on employees shall report by 5:00 p.m. each day to the San 

Angelo/Tom Green County Public Health District the following information for the prior 24-hour 

period: (a) The number of COVID-19 tests performed on employees; (b) The number of positive 

COVID- 19 tests received; the number of negative COVID-19 test results received and (c) The 

patient names and demographic information of positive COVID-19 tests. This information 

provided under this order will be used solely for public health purposes and shall remain 

confidential pursuant to Section 81.406 of the Texas Health and Safety Code. 

Any tests results received prior to the execution of this order shall be provided to the San Angelo/ 

Tom Green County Health Department within 24 hours after execution of this order. 

A FAILURE TO FOLLOW THIS ORDER SHALL SUBJECT EACH PERSON IN VIOLATION TO 

COURT ACTION AND WILL CONSTITUTE A CLASS B MISDEMEANOR PURSUANT TO 

§81.087 OF THE TEXAS HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE.  SUCH COURT ACTION MAY 

INCLUDE APPLICATION FOR A COURT ORDER TO AUTHORIZE LAW ENFORCEMENT TO 

USE REASONABLE FORCE TO SECURE THE PROPERTY, AND TO PREVENT 

INDIVIDUALS FROM ENTERING THE PROPERTY.  SEE §81.084(L). 

This Order is issued under my authority as Public Health Authority for Tom Green County, Texas 

on this the 30th day of April, 2020.  

 

 

_____________________________________ 

James G. Vretis, D.O., Public Health Authority 
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