THIRD AMENDED EXTENSION OF DECLARATION OF DISASTER FOR THE COUNTY OF HOOD, TEXAS

WHEREAS, pursuant to Texas Government Code§ 418.108, Hood County Judge issued a Declaration of

Local Disaster due to Public Health Emergency on March 19, 2020 due to imminent threat of widespread
illness from COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, the County Judge has determined that extraordinary measures must be taken to mitigate the

effects of this public health emergency and to facilitate the efficient, rapid, and cooperative response to
the emergency; and

WHEREAS, the County Judge issued a Declaration of Local Disaster due to Public Health Emergency on
March 19, 2020, and as amended by County Judge Revised Declaration of Local State of Disaster due to
Public Health Emergency on March 2@, 2020.

WHEREAS, to remain consistent with the declaration of the Texas Department of State Health Services
and the executive order issued by Governor Greg Abbott as of March 19, 2020, and to harmonize to the
extent possible, the executive orders of Governor Greg Abbott, the Hood County Judge and any mandates
contained in the declaration of the Mayors of the cities and towns of Hood County;

WHEREAS, on March 25, 2020, the Hood County Judge issued an Amended Declaration of Disaster due to
Public Health Emergency, and to remain consistent with the Executive Order issued by Governor Greg

Abbott on March 31, 2020, and Commissioner John W. Hellerstedt, MD Public Health Disaster on March
19, 2020;

WHEREAS, on March 30, 2020 during a special called meeting of the Commissioner’s Court of Hood
County adopted the Executive Order of Hood County Judge Ron Massingill, dated March 25, 2020, as the
Hood County Commissioner’s Court Declaration of Local Disaster;

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Texas Government Code Chapter 418, Be It Proclaimed and Ordered by the Hood
County Judge that the previous Declaration of Disaster declared by the Hood County Commissioner’s
Court on March 30, 2020 is modified and amended as follows:

That a state of disaster and public health emergency is hereby declared for County of Hood, Texas,
pursuant to §418.108(a) of the Texas Government Code, and shall duplicate for all purposes the Order of
the Office of the Governor issued on March 31, 2020, attached hereto as Exhibit "1," and adopt the
Declaration of Public Health Disaster issued by Dr. John Hellerstedt attached hereto as Exhibit "2."

THEREFORE, Pursuant to the Texas Government Code Chapter 418, Be It Proclaimed and Ordered by the
Hood County Judge that the previous Second Amended Declaration of Disaster declared by the Hood
County Commissioner’s Court on Aprit 2, 2020 is modified and amended as follows:



That a state of disaster and public health emergency is hereby declared for County of Hood, Texas,
pursuant to §418.108(a) of the Texas Government Cade, and shall duplicate for all purposes the Executive
Order GA 18 of the Office of the Governor issued on April 27, 2020, Relating to the expanded reopening
of services as part of the safe, strategic plan to Open Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster, attached
hereto as Exhibit "3;" the Executive Order GA 19 of the Office of the Governor issued on April 27, 2020,
Relating to hospital capacity during the COVID-19 disaster attached hereto as Exhibit "4;" and the
Executive Order GA 20 of the Office of the Governor issued on April 27, 2020 Relating to expanding travel

without restriction as part of the safe, strategic plan to Open Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster
attached hereto as Exhibit “5.:

ORDERED this the 28th day of April 2020.

FILED

APR 28 2020

County Clerk.%lood County, TX
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GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT
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March 31, 2020 SECRETARY OF STATE
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The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs { Secretary of State
Secretary of State

State Capitol Room IE8

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-14 relating to statewide continuity of essential services
and activities during the COVID-19 disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

Respectfully submitied,

Attachment
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S xerufivre Order

BY THE
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
March 31, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GAl4

Relating to statewide continuity of essential services and activities
during the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March 13,
2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID-{9) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the State of
Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS), Dr.
John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 represents a public health disaster within the
meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, [ have issued numerous executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response
to the COVID-19 disaster, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, [ issued Executive Order GA-08 on March 19, 2020, mandating certain obligations
for Texans in accordance with the President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America, as
promulgated by President Donald J. Trump and the Centers for Disease Contro! and Prevention
(CDC) on March 16, 2020, which called upon Americans to take actions to slow the spread of
COVID-19 for 15 days; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order GA-08 is subject to expiration at 11:59 p.m, on April 3, 2020,
absent further action by the governor; and

WHEREAS, on March 29, 2020, to avoid scenarios that could lead to hundreds of thousands of
deaths, the President announced that, based on advice from Dr. Anthony Fauci and Dr. Deborah
Birx, the restrictive social-distancing Guidelines should extend through April 30, 2020; and

WHEREAS, DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt and White House Coronavirus Response
Coordinator Dr. Birx say that the spread of COVID-19 can be reduced by minimizing social
gatherings; and

WHEREAS, on March 28, 2020, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security issued its Guidance
on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce, Version 2.0, which provides an advisory list
of critical-infrastructure sectors, workers, and functions that should continue during the COVID-
19 response; and

WHEREAS, for state agencies and their employees and agents, the Office of the Attorney
General of Texas has advised that local restrictions issued in response 10 the COVID-19 disaster
do not apply to restrict the conduct of state business; and

FILED IN THE OFi'ive OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
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Governor Greg Abbott Executive Order GA-14
March 31, 2020 Page 2

WHEREAS, all government entities and businesses should be allowed to continue providing
essential services during the COVID-19 disaster, and all critical infrastructure should be allowed
1o remain operational; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and people
presented by disasters™ under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code, and the
legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility; and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the “governor may issue executive orders ... hav[ing] the
force and effect of law;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.016(a), the “governor may suspend the provisions of any
regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business ... if strict

compliance with the provisions ... would in any way prevent, hinder, or deiay necessary action
in coping with a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.017(a), the “governor may use all available resources of state

government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with a disaster;”
and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.018(c), the “governor may control ingress and egress to and from
a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in the area;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.173, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the
COVID-19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not 10 exceed $1,000, confinement in jail
for aterm not to exceed 180 days, or both fine and confinement.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and authority
vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order the following on
a statewide basis effective 12:01 a.m. on April 2, 2020, and continuing through April 30, 2020,
subject to extension based on the status of COVID-I9 in Texas and the recommendations of the
€DC and the White House Coronavirus Task Force:

In accordance with guidance from DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt, and to achieve
the goals established by the President to reduce the spread of COVID-19, every person in
Texas shall, except where necessary 1o provide or obtain essential services, minimize

social gatherings and minimize in-person contact with people who are not in the same
household.

“Essential services™ shall consist of everything fisted by the US. Department of
Homeland Security in its Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce,
Version 2.0, plus religious services conducted in churches, congregations, and houses of
worship. Other essential services may be added to this list with the approval of the Texas
Division of Emergency Management (TDEM). TDEM shall maintain an online list of
essential services, as specified in this executive order and in any approved additions.
Requests for additions should be directed to TDEM at EssentialServices @tdem.texas.gov
or by visiting www.idem.texas gov/essentialservices.

In providing or obtaining essential services, people and businesses should follow the
Guidelines from the President and the CDC by practicing good hygiene, environmental
cleanliness, and sanitation, implementing social distancing, and working from home if
possible. In particular, all services should be provided through remote telework from
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home unless they are essential services that cannot be provided through remote telework.
If religious services cannot be conducted from home or through remote services, they
should be conducted consistent with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC by
practicing good hygiene, environmental cleanliness, and sanitation, and by implementing
social distancing to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall avoid
eating or drinking at bars, restaurants, and food courts, or visiling gyms, massage
establishments, tattoo studios, piercing studios, or cosmetology salons; provided,
however, that the use of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options for food and drinks is
allowed and highly encouraged throughout the limited duration of this executive order.

This executive order does not prohibit people from accessing essential services or
engaging in essential daily activities, such as going to the grocery store or gas station,
providing or obtaining other essential services, visiling parks, hunting or fishing, or
engaging in physical activity like jogging or bicycling, so long as the necessary
precautions are maintained to reduce the transmission of COVID-19 and to minimize in-
person contact with people who are not in the same household.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall not visit
nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, or long-term care
facilities unless to provide critical assistance as determined through guidance from the
Texas Health and Human Services Commission.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, schools shall remain
temporarily closed to in-person classroom attendance and shall not recommence before
May 4, 2020.

This executive order shall supersede any conflicting order issued by local officials in
response to the COVID-19 disaster, but only 1o the extent that such a local order restricts
essential services allowed by this executive order or allows gatherings prohibited by this
executive order. I hereby suspend Sections 418.1015(b) and 418,108 of the Texas
Government Code, Chapter 81, Subchapter E of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and
any other relevant statutes, to the extent necessary 1o ensure that local officials do not
impose restrictions inconsistent with this executive order, provided that local officials
may enforce this executive order as well as [ocal restrictions that are consistent with this
executive order.

This executive order supersedes Executive Order GA-08, but not Executive Orders GA-09, GA-
10, GA-11, GA-12, or GA-13, and shall remain in effect and in full force until April 30, 2020,
unless it is modified, amended, rescinded, or superseded by the governor,

Given under my hand this the 31st day of
March, 2020.

g by

GREG ABBOTT
Governor
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ATTESTED BY:

A

{RUTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State
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Exhibit 2

Commissioner John W. Hellerstedt, M.D.
DECLARATION OF A PUBLIC HEALTH DISASTER IN THE STATE OF TEXAS

March 19, 2020
TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

I, John W. Hellerstedt, M.D., Commissioner of the Department of State Health Services, do hereby
certify that the introduction and spread of the communicable disease known as COVID-19 in the
State of Texas has created an immediate threat, poses a high risk of death to a large number of
people and creates a substantial risk of public exposure because of the disease’s method of
transmission and evidence that there is community spread in Texas.

THEREFORE, in accordance with the authority vested in me by Section 81.082(d) of the Texas

Health and Safety Code, | do hereby declare a state of public health disaster for the entire State
of Texas.

Pursuant to Section 81.002 of the code, each person shal! act responsibly to prevent and control

communicable disease. The following actions, taken immediately, will reduce and delay the
spread of COVID-19:

* People, businesses and communities should immediately undertake hygiene, cleanliness
and sanitation practices that are accessible, affordable and known to be effective against
COVID-19.

o Wash hands often for 20 seconds and encourage others to do the same.
o If no soap and water are available, use hand sanitizer with at least 60%

alcchol.

Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue, then throw the tissue away.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

Disinfect surfaces, buttons, handles, knobs, and other places touched often.

o Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

* People who are known to have, or are under investigation or monitoring, for COVID-19,
should adhere to the direction provided to them by duly authorized persons, including
public health officials. Failure to abide by such direction may result in involuntary

quarantine or isolation for the purposes of preventing further community spread of
COVID-19.

000
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¢ People who are ill, especially those with symptoms consistent with influenza or COVID-
19, should isolate themselves at home until they recover. Such persons should only
present for medical evaluation and treatment if their symptoms are such that they cannot
continue to be cared for in their home. And, when seeking medical care should call their
doctor or health care facility before arriving to allow them to prepare.

* Limit trips into the public to essential outings. Traveling to work, the grocery store, the

pharmacy or to seek medical care would be considered essential trips.

Limit as much as possible close contact with other people. Stay six feet away.

Do not gather in social groups of more than ten {(10) individuals.

Employers should allow wark at home alternatives to the greatest extent possible.

Restaurants should not allow dine-in options, either inside or outside. Take-out and

curbside options with minimal contact are permitted and highly encouraged.

The Texas Department of State Health Services wiil continue to provide the most current and
practical advice on how to control the spread of COVID-19 and encourages all Texans to seek
additional information from a trusted source such as https://www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/
or from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/.

Adherence to these rules and the sound public health principles that support them will provide

optimal protection for the people of Texas. These measures are necessary to advance the health
and safety of all Texans.

Copies of this proclamation will be filed with applicable authorities.

Given under my hand this the

day of March, 2020.

JOHN W. HELLERSTEDT, M.D.
Commissioner of Public Health

ATTESTED BY:

y 275

Ruth Hughs
Secretary of State
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GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

April 27, 2020
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The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs / //ﬂl\
]

Secretary of State Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-18 relating to the expanded reopening of services as part
of the safe, strategic plan to Open Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.
Respectfully submitted,

i xecu ve Clerk to the Governor

GSD/gsd

Attachment
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Hxerutive Order

BY THE
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
April 27, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA 18

Relating to the expanded reopening of services as part of the safe, strategic plan to
Open Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel

coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, on April 12, 2020, I issued a proclamation renewing the disaster declaration
for all counties in Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), Dr. John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 represents a public health
disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and
renewed that determination on April 17, 2020; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVID-19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, 1 issued Executive Order GA-08 on March 19, 2020, mandating certain
obligations for Texans in accordance with the President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for
America, as promulgated by President Donald J. Trump and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) on March 16, 2020, which called upon Americans to take
actions to slow the spread of COVID-19 for 15 days; and

WHEREAS, shortly before Executive Order GA-08 expired, I issued Executive Order
GA-14 on March 31, 2020, based on the President’s announcement that the restrictive
social-distancing Guidelines should extend through April 30, 2020, in light of advice
from Dr. Anthony Fauci and Dr. Deborah Birx, and also based on guidance by DSHS
Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt and Dr. Birx that the spread of COVID-19 can be reduced
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WHEREAS, after more than two weeks of having in effect the heightened restrictions
like those required by Executive Order GA-14, which have saved lives, it was clear that
the disease still presented a serious threat across Texas that could persist in certain areas,
but also that COVID-19 had wrought havoc on many Texas businesses and workers
affected by the restrictions that were necessary to protect human life; and

WHEREAS, on April 17, 2020, I therefore issued Executive Order GA-17, creating the
Governor’s Strike Force to Open Texas to study and make recommendations on safely
and strategically restarting and revitalizing all aspects of the Lone Star State—work,
school, entertainment, and culture; and

WHEREAS, also on April 17, 2020, I issued Executive Order GA-16 to replace
Executive Order GA-14, and while Executive Order GA-16 generally continued through
April 30, 2020, the same social-distancing restrictions and other obligations for Texans
according to federal guidelines, it offered a safe, strategic first step to Open Texas,
including permitting retail pick-up and delivery services; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order GA-16 is set to expire at 11:59 p.m. on April 30, 2020; and

WHEREAS, Texas must continue to protect lives while restoring livelihoods, both of
which can be achieved with the expert advice of medical professionals and business
leaders; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and
people presented by disasters” under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code,
and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility;
and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the “governor may issue executive orders ...
hav[ing] the force and effect of law;"” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.016(a), the “governor may suspend the provisions of any
regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business ... if strict
compliance with the provisions ... would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary
action in coping with a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.017(a), the “governor may use all available resources of
state government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with
a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.018(c), the “governor may control ingress and egress to
and from a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in
the area;” and
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recommendations of the Governor’s Strike Force to Open Texas, the White House
Coronavirus Task Force, and the CDC:

In accordance with guidance from DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt, and to achieve
the goals established by the President to reduce the spread of COVID-19, every person in
Texas shall, except where necessary to provide or obtain essential services or reopened
services, minimize social gatherings and minimize in-person contact with people who
are not in the same household. People over the age of 65, however, are strongly
encouraged to stay at home as much as possible; to maintain appropriate distance from
any member of the household who has been out of the residence in the previous 14 days;
and, if leaving the home, to implement social distancing and to practice good hygiene,
environmental cleanliness, and sanitation.

“Essential services” shall consist of everything listed by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) in its Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure
Workforce, Version 3.0 or any subsequent version, plus religious services conducted in
churches, congregations, and houses of worship. Other essential services may be added
to this list with the approval of the Texas Division of Emergency Management (TDEM).
TDEM shall maintain an online list of essential services, as specified in this executive
order and any approved additions. Requests for additions should be directed to TDEM
at EssentialServices @tdem.texas.gov or by visiting the TDEM website at

www.tdem.texas.gov/essentialservices.

“Reopened services” shall consist of the following to the extent they are not already
“essential services:”
1. Retail services that may be provided through pickup, delivery by mail, or delivery
to the customer’s doorstep.
2. Starting at 12:01 a.m. on Friday, May 1, 2020:

a) In-store retail services, for retail establishments that operate at up to 25
percent of the total listed occupancy of the retail establishment.

b) Dine-in restaurant services, for restaurants that operate at up to 25 percent of
the total listed occupancy of the restaurant; provided, however, that (a) this
applies only to restaurants that have less than 51 percent of their gross receipts
from the sale of alcoholic beverages and are therefore not required to post the
51 percent sign required by Texas law as determined by the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission, and (b} valet services are prohibited except for
vehicles with placards or plates for disabled parking.

c) Movie theaters that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed occupancy of
any individual theater for any screening.

d) Shopping malls that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed occupancy of
the shopping mall; provided, however, that within shopping malls, the food-
court dining areas, play areas, and interactive displays and settings must
remain closed.

e) Museums and libraries that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed



Governor Greg Abbott Executive Order GA-18
April 27, 2020 Page 4

the total listed occupancy.

g) Services provided by an individual working alone in an office.

h) Golf course operations.

i) Local government operations, including county and municipal governmental
operations relating to permitting, recordation, and document-filing services, as
determined by the local government.

J) Such additional services as may be enumerated by future executive orders or
proclamations by the governor.

The conditions and limitations set forth above for reopened services shall not apply to
essential services. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, the governor may by
proclamation identify any county or counties in which reopened services are thereafter
prohibited, in the governor’s sole discretion, based on the governor's determination in
consultation with medical professionals that only essential services should be permitted
in the county, including based on factors such as an increase in the transmission of
COVID-19 or in the amount of COVID-19-related hospitalizations or fatalities.

In providing or obtaining essential services or reopened services, people and businesses
should follow the minimum standard health protocols recommended by DSHS, found at
www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus, and should implement social distancing, work from
home if possible, and practice good hygiene, environmental cleanliness, and sanitation.
This includes also following, to the extent not inconsistent with the DSHS minimum
standards, the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, as well as other CDC
recommendations. Individuals are encouraged to wear appropriate face coverings, but
no jurisdiction can impose a civil or criminal penalty for failure to wear a face covering.

Religious services should be conducted in accordance with the joint guidance issued and
updated by the attorney general and governor.

People shall avoid visiting bars, gyms, public swimming pools, interactive amusement
venues such as bowling alleys and video arcades, massage establishments, tattoo studios,
piercing studios, or cosmetology salons. The use of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery
options for food and drinks remains allowed and highly encouraged throughout the
limited duration of this executive order.

This executive order does not prohibit people from accessing essential or reopened
services or engaging in essential daily activities, such as going to the grocery store or gas
station, providing or obtaining other essential or reopened services, visiting parks,
hunting or fishing, or engaging in physical activity like jogging, bicycling, or other
outdoor sports, so long as the necessary precautions are maintained to reduce the
transmission of COVID-19 and to minimize in-person contact with people who are not
in the same household.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall not visit
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recommence before the end of the 2019-2020 school year. Public education teachers and
staff are encouraged to continue to work remotely from home if possible, but may return
to schools to conduct remote video instruction, as well as perform administrative duties,
under the strict terms required by the Texas Education Agency. Private schools and
institutions of higher education should establish similar terms to allow teachers and staff
to return to schools to conduct remote video instruction and perform administrative
duties when it is not possible to do so remotely from home.

This executive order shall supersede any conflicting order issued by local officials in
response to the COVID-19 disaster, but only to the extent that such a local order restricts
essential services or reopened services allowed by this executive order, allows gatherings
prohibited by this executive order, or expands the list of essential services or the list or
scope of reopened services as set forth in this executive order. I hereby suspend Sections
418.1015(b) and 418.108 of the Texas Government Code, Chapter 81, Subchapter E of
the Texas Health and Safety Code, and any other relevant statutes, to the extent
necessary to ensure that local officials do not impose restrictions inconsistent with this
executive order, provided that local officials may enforce this executive order as well as
local restrictions that are consistent with this executive order.

This executive order supersedes Executive Order GA-16, but does not supersede
Executive Orders GA-10, GA-11, GA-12, GA-13, GA-15, or GA-17. This executive
order shall remain in effect and in full force until 11:59 p.m. on May 15, 2020, unless it is
modified, amended, rescinded, or superseded by the governor.

Given under my hand this the 27th
day of April, 2020.

g b

GREG ABBOTT
Governor

ATTES BY:

A

RUTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State
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Secretary of State oo S
State Capitol Room 1E.8 ry of State

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:
Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-19 relating to hospital capacity during the COVID-19
disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

Respectfully submitted,

ory §. Davidson
xectiivé Clerk to the Governor

GSD/gsd
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BY THE
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department

Austin, Texas
April 27, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA 19

Relating to hospital capacity during the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, on April 12, 2020, I issued a proclamation renewing the disaster declaration
for all counties in Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services, Dr.
John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 represents a public health disaster
within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and renewed
that determination on April 17, 2020; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVID-19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, a shortage of hospital capacity or personal protective equipment would
hinder efforts to cope with the COVID-19 disaster; and

WHEREAS, hospital capacity and personal protective equipment were being depleted by
ongoing surgeries and procedures; and

WHEREAS, various hospital licensing requirements would stand in the way of

implementing increased occupancy in the event of surge needs for hospital capacity due
to COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, I therefore issued Executive Order GA-09 on March 22, 2020, and then
superseded it with Executive Order GA-15 on April 17, 2020, in an effort to avoid a
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WHEREAS, under Section 418.016(a), the “governor may suspend the provisions of any
regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business or the orders
or rules of a state agency if strict compliance with the provisions, orders, or rules would
in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.173, failure to comply with any executive order issued
during the COVID-19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both fine and confinement.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order
the following on a statewide basis beginning at 12:01 a.m. on May 1, 2020:

All licensed health care professionals shall be limited in their practice by, and must
comply with, any emergency rules promulgated by their respective licensing agencies
dictating minimum standards for safe practice during the COVID-19 disaster.

Every hospital licensed under Chapter 241 of the Texas Health and Safety Code shall
reserve at least 15 percent of its hospital capacity for treatment of COVID-19 patients,
accounting for the range of clinical severity of COVID-19 patients, as determined by the
Texas Health and Human Services Commission.

I hereby continue the suspension of the following provisions to the extent necessary to
implement increased occupancy in the event of surge needs for hospital capacity due to
COVID-19:

25 TAC Sec. 133.162(d)(4)(A)(iii)(I);

25 TAC Sec. 133.163(H)(1)(A)()(I)-(I),

25 TAC Sec. 133.163(H(1}B)(E)(OI)-(IV);

25 TAC Sec. 133.163(m)(1)(B)(ii);

25 TAC Sec. 133.163(1)(1)(B)ii)-(iv);

25 TAC Sec. 133.163(t)(1)(C);

25 TAC Sec. 133.163(t)(5XB)—(C); and

Any other pertinent regulations or statutes, upon written approval of the Office of the
Governor.

This executive order will supersede Executive Order GA-15 as of 12:01 a.m. on May 1,
2020, but will not supersede Executive Orders GA-10, GA-11, GA-12, GA-13, GA-17, or
GA-18. This executive order shall remain in effect and in full force until modified,
amended, rescinded, or superseded by the governor.

Given under my hand this the 27th
Aau of Anril 2070
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ATTES BY:

I

RUTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State
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GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

April 27, 2020

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE

v /AU
The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs / /)‘

Secretary of State Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-20 relating to expanding travel without restrictions as

part of the safe, strategic plan to Open Texas in response to the COVID-19
disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

Respectfully submitted,

ekutive Clerk to the Governor
GSD/gsd

Attachment
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BY THE
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
April 27, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA 20

Relating to expanding travel without restrictions as part of the safe, strategic plan to
Open Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, on April 12, 2020, I issued a proclamation renewing the disaster declaration
for all counties in Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), Dr. John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 represents a public health
disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and
renewed that determination on April 17, 2020; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVID-19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, many early cases of COVID-19 in the State of Texas were caused by people
who transmitted the virus to Texans after traveling here from other states and countries;
and

WHEREAS, given the risk of COVID-19 spreading, Dr. Deborah Birx, the White House
Coronavirus Response Coordinator, and Dr. Anthony Fauci, a member of the White
House Coronavirus Task Force, called for people traveling from the New York
metropolitan area to self-quarantine for 14 days; and

WHEREAS, I therefore issued Executive Order GA-11 on March 26, 2020, to impose a
mandatory self-quarantine of 14 days for air travelers flying to Texas from certain areas
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restrictions and other obligations on Texans that are aimed at slowing the spread of
COVID-19, including Executive Order GA-08, Executive Order GA-14, and Executive
Order GA-16:; and

WHEREAS, after more than two weeks of heightened restrictions, it was clear that the
disease still presented a serious threat across Texas that could persist in certain areas, but
also that COVID-19 had wrought havoc on many Texas businesses and workers affected
by the restrictions that were necessary to protect human life; and

WHEREAS, on April 17, 2020, I therefore issued executive orders to begin the process of
safely and strategically restarting and revitalizing all aspects of the Lone Star State—
work, school, entertainment, and culture—including the creation of an advisory strike
force to provide recommendations; and

WHEREAS, today, I am expanding the reopening of businesses and services in Texas by
issuing Executive Order GA-18 to replace Executive Order GA-16; and

WHEREAS, other states, including Louisiana, have likewise imposed social-distancing
restrictions and other obligations on their people that have similarly slowed the spread of
COVID-19, making it appropriate to reconsider the scope of the travel restrictions
imposed by Executive Order GA-11 and Executive Order GA-12; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting . . . the dangers to the state and
people presented by disasters” under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code,

and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility;
and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the “governor may issue executive orders . . .
hav[ing] the force and effect of law;" and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.017(a), the “governor may use all available resources of
state government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with
a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.018(c), the “governor may control ingress and egress to
and from a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in
the area;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.173, failure to comply with any executive order issued
during the COVID-19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both fine and confinement.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order
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Executive Order GA-11 and the March 29, 2020, proclamation are otherwise
superseded by this executive order, except that any mandatory self-quarantine already in
effect thereunder, as of the effective date of this executive order, shall continue until its
expiration as set forth in Executive Order GA-11.

The following restrictions shall remain in place:

Every person who enters the State of Texas as the final destination through an airport,
from a point of origin or point of last departure in the following—State of California;
State of Connecticut; State of New York; State of New Jersey; State of Washington;
City of Atlanta, Georgia; City of Chicago, lllinois; City of Detroit, Michigan; or City
of Miami, Florida—shall be subject to mandatory self-quarantine for a period of 14
days from the time of entry into Texas or the duration of the person’s presence in
Texas, whichever is shorter. The governor may by proclamation add to or subtract
from the list of states and cities covered by this executive order. This order to self-
quarantine shall not apply to people traveling in connection with military service,
emergency response, health response, or critical-infrastructure functions, as may be
determined by the Texas Division of Emergency Management. Each person covered
under this order to self-quarantine shall be responsible for all associated costs,
including transportation, lodging, food, and medical care.

A covered person shall use a form prescribed by the Texas Department of Public
Safety (DPS) to designate a quarantine location in Texas, such as a residence or a
hotel, and provide a full name, date of birth, home address, telephone number, and
driver license or passport information. DPS Troopers, or other approved peace
officers, shall collect a completed form from each covered person immediately upon
disembarking and verify it against the person’s driver license or passport. Providing
false information on this form is a criminal offense under Section 37.10 of the Texas
Penal Code. Questions about this form should be directed to DPS at (800) 525-5555.

A covered person shall proceed directly from the airport to the designated quarantine
location entered on the DPS form. Any covered person exhibiting symptoms of
COVID-19 shall be escorted to the designated quarantine location by a DPS Trooper.

A covered person shall remain in the designated quarantine location for a period of 14
days or the duration of the person’s presence in Texas, whichever is shorter, leaving
only to seek medical care or to depart from Texas. During that period, a covered
person shall not allow visitors into or out of the designated quarantine location, other
than a health department employee, physician, or health care provider, and shall not
visit any public spaces.

DPS Special Agents will conduct unannounced visits to designated quarantine
locations to verify compliance by confirming the physical presence of covered
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Given under my hand this the 27 day
of April, 2020.

JPgs ptbang-

GREG ABBOTT
Governor




