
RESOLUTION NO. 20-05 

SECOND AMENDED AND EXTENSION OF DECLARATION OF DISASTER FOR THE 

CITY OF GRANBURY 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Texas Government Code §418.108, City of Granbury Mayor Nin Hulett 

issued a Declaration of Local Disaster due to Public Health Emergency on March 19, 2020 due to 

imminent threat of widespread illness from COVID-19; 

WHEREAS, the City of Granbury Mayor has determined that extraordinary measures must be 

taken to mitigate the effects of this public health emergency and to facilitate the efficient, rapid, 

and cooperative response to the emergency; 

WHEREAS, to remain consistent with the declaration of the Texas Department of State Health 

Services and the executive order issued by Governor Greg Abbott as of March 19, 2020, and to 

harmonize to the extent possible, the executive orders of Governor Greg Abbott, the City of 

Granbury Mayor issues this Declaration of Disaster; 

WHEREAS, the City of Granbury by Resolution No. 20-04 amended and extended the Declaration 

of City of Granbury Mayor Nin Hulett on March 25, 2020 pursuant to Chapter 418 of the Texas 

Government Code; 

WHEREAS, to remain consistent with the declaration of the Texas Department of State Health 

Services and the executive order issued by Governor Greg Abbott as of March 31, 2020, and to 

harmonize to the extent possible, the executive orders of Governor Greg Abbott, the City of 

Granbury issues this Second Amended Declaration of Disaster; and 

WHEREAS, Commissioner John W. Hellerstedt, M.D. issued a Declaration of a Public Health 

Disaster in the State of Texas on March 19, 2020. 

THEREFORE, Pursuant to Texas Government Code Chapter 418, Be It Proclaimed and Ordered by 

the City Council of the City of Granbury that the previous Declaration of Disaster declared by the 

Mayor of Granbury is hereby extended until terminated by City Council action and amended as 

follows: 

That a state of disaster and public health emergency is hereby declared for the City of Granbury, 

pursuant to §418.108(a) of the Texas Government Code, and shall duplicate for all purposes the 

Order of the Office of the Governor issued on March 31, 2020, attached hereto as Exhibit "1," 

and adopt the Declaration of Public Health Disaster issued by Dr. John Hellerstedt attached 

hereto as Exhibit "2." 



ATTEST: 

QluAlillJd}X lA 
CARLA WALKER, CITY SECRETARY 



GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT 

March 31, 2020 

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs 
Secretary of State 
State Capitol Room lE.8 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Dear Secretary Hughs: 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

'2-. fl\l\ O'CLOCK 

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following: 

Executive Order No. GA-14 relating to statewide continuity of essential services 
and activities during the COVID-19 disaster. 

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal. 

Respectfully submitted, 

... 

. · son 
Sv---

Clerk to the Governor 

Attachment 

POST OFFICE Box 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711512-463-2000 (VOICE) DIAL 7-1-1 FOR RELAY SERVICES 
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BY THE 

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Executive Department 

Austin, Texas 

March 31, 2020 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

GA14 

Relating to statewide continuity of essential services and activities 

during the COVID-19 disaster. 

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March 13, 

2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel 

coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the State of 

Texas;and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS), Dr. 

J oho Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 represents a public health disaster within the 

meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and 

WHEREAS., I have issued numerous executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response 

to the COVID-19 disaster, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an 

effective response to this disaster; and 

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-08 on March 19, 2020, mandating certain obligations 

for Texans in accordance with the President's Corona virus Guidelines for America, as 

promulgated by President Donald J. Trump and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) on March 16, 2020, which called upon Americans to take actions to slow the spread of

COVID-19 for 15 days; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order GA-08 is subject to expiration at 11 :59 p.m. on April 3, 2020, 

absent further action by the governor; and 

WHEREAS, on March 29, 2020, to avoid scenarios that could lead to hundreds of thousands of 

deaths, the President announced that, based on advice from Dr. Anthony Fauci and Dr. Deborah 

Birx, the restrictive social-distancing Guidelines should extend through April 30, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt and White House Coronavirus Response 

Coordinator Dr. Birx say that the spread of COVID-19 can be reduced by minimizing social 

gatherings;. and 

WHEREAS, on March 28, 2020, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security issued its Guidance 

on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce, Version 2.0, which provides an advisory list 

of critical-infrastructure sectors, workers, and functions that should continue during the COVID-

19 response; and 

WHEREAS, for state agencies and their employees and agents, the Office of the Attorney 

General of Texas has advised that local restrictions issued in response to the COVID-19 disaster 

do not apply to restrict the conduct of state business; and 
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WHEREAS, all government entities and businesses should be allowed to continue providing 
essential services during the COVID-19 disaster, and all critical infrastructure should be allowed 

to remain operational; and 

WHEREAS, the "governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and people 
presented by disasters" under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code, and the 
legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility; and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the "governor may issue executive orders ... hav[ing] the 

force and effect of law;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.016(a), the "governor may suspend the provisions of any 

regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business . . . if strict 
compliance with the provisions ... would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action 

in coping with a disaster;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.017(a), the "governor may use all available resources of state 
government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with a disaster;" 
and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.018(c), the "governor may control ingress and egress to and from 

a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in the area;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.173, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the 

COVID-19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, confinement in jail 
for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both fine and confinement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and authority 

vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order the following on 
a statewide basis effective 12:01 a.m. on April 2, 2020, and continuing through April 30, 2020, 
subject to extension based on the status of COVID-19 in Texas and the recommendations of the 

CDC and the White House Coronavirus Task Force: 

In accordance with guidance from DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt, and to achieve 

the goals established by the President to reduce the spread of COVID-19, every person in 
Texas shall, except where necessary to provide or obtain essential services, minimize 
social gatherings and minimize in-person contact with people who are not in the same 
household. 

"Essential services" shall consist of everything listed by the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security in its Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce, 
Version 2.0, plus religious services conducted in churches, congregations, and houses of 

worship. Other essential services may be added to this list with the approval of the Texas 
Division of Emergency Management (TDEM). TDEM shall maintain an online list of 
essential services, as specified in this executive order and in any approved additions. 
Requests for additions should be directed to TDEM at EssentialServices@tdem.texas.gov 

or by visiting www.tdem.texas.gov/essentialservices. 

In providing or obtaining essential services, people and businesses should follow the 

Guidelines from the President and the CDC by practicing good hygiene, environmental 
cleanliness, and sanitation, implementing social distancing, and working from home if 

possible. In particular, all services should be provided through remote telework from 
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home unless they are essential services that cannot be provided through remote telework. 
If religious services cannot be conducted from home or through remote services, they 
should be conducted consistent with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC by 
practicing good hygiene, environmental cleanliness, and sanitation, and by implementing 
social distancing to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

In acco�dance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall avoid 
eating or drinking at bars, restaurants, and food courts, or visiting gyms, massage 
establishments, tattoo studios, piercing studios, or cosmetology salons; provided, 
however, that the use of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options for food and drinks is 
allowed and highly encouraged throughout the limited duration of this executive order. 

This executive order does not prohibit people from accessing essential services or 
engaging in essential daily activities, such as going to the grocery store or gas station, 
providing or obtaining other essential services, visiting parks, hunting or fishing, or 
engaging in physical activity like jogging or bicycling, so long as the necessary 
precautions are maintained to reduce the transmission of COVID-19 and to minimize in
person contact with people who are not in the same household. 

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall not visit 
nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, or long-term care 
facilities unless to provide critical assistance as determined through guidance from the 
Texas Health and Human Services Commission. 

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, schools shall remain 
temporarily closed to in-person classroom attendance and shall not recommence before 
May 4, 2020. 

This executive order shall supersede any conflicting order issued by local officials in 
response to the COVID-19 disaster, but only to the extent that such a local order restricts 
essential services allowed by this executive order or allows gatherings prohibited by this 
executive order. I hereby suspend Sections 418.1015(b) and 418.108 of the Texas 
Government Code, Chapter 81, Subchapter E of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and 
any other relevant statutes, to the extent necessary to ensure that local officials do not 
impose restrictions inconsistent with this executive order, provided that local officials 
may enforce this executive order as well as local restrictions that are consistent with this 
executive order. 

This executive order supersedes Executive Order GA-08, but not Executive Orders GA-09, GA-
10, GA-11, GA-12, or GA-13, and shall remain in effect and in full force until April 30, 2020, 
unless it is modified, amended, rescinded, or superseded by the governor. 

Given under my hand this the 31st day of 
March, 2020. 

GREG ABBOTT 
Governor 
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March 29, 2020 

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs 
Secretary of State 
State Capitol Room lE.8 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Dear Secretary Hughs: 

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

;R-CK 

Secretary of State 

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following: 

Executive Order No. GA-13 relating to detention in county and municipal jails 
during the COVID-19 disaster. 

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Attachment 
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BY THE 

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Executive Department 

Austin, Texas 

March 29, 2020 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

GA13 

Relating to detention in county and municipaljails during the COVID-19 disaster. 

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March 

13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel 

coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the 

State of Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services has 

determined that COVID-19 represents a public health disaster within the meaning of 

Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and 

WHEREAS, I have issued numerous executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in 

response to the COVID-19 disaster, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans 

and ensuring an effective response to this disaster; and 

WHEREAS, the jail population in Texas presents unique challenges in mitigating against 

and responding to the spread of COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, my office has worked with the Texas Commission on Jail Standards and 

with state and local officials to address these challenges while ensuring public safety for 

all Texans; and 

WHEREAS, several counties are now reportedly considering the broad-scale release of 

arrested or jailed individuals as a result of COVID-19, including potentially those who 

have committed felonies, in order to reduce the size of the jail population; and 

WHEREAS, such releases from county or municipal jails of those charged with, 

convicted of, or having a history of offenses involving physical violence or threats of 

physical violence would not only gravely threaten public safety, but would also hinder 

efforts to cope with the COVID-19 disaster; and 

WHEREAS, a statewide standard is needed to avoid disparate release policies or 

practices that may endanger the public safety of Texans; and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Judicial Council has recently reminded judges that individuals 

who pose a significant risk to the community or the victim, or who present a significant 

risk of flight, should be detained, and Texas judges are legally required and oath-bound 

to determine bail on an individualized basis after considering the factors mandated by 
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Article 17 .15 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, which does not include the 

option of releases based solely on concerns or fears surrounding COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, the "governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and 

people presented by disasters" under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code, 

and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility; 

and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the "governor may issue executive orders ... 

hav[ing] the force and effect of law;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.016(a), in addition to the other powers given, the 

"governor may suspend the provisions of any regulatory statute prescribing the 

procedures for conduct of state business ... if strict compliance with the provisions ... 

would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with a disaster;" 

and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.017(a), the "governor may use all available resources of 

state government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with 

a disaster;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.018(c), the "governor may control ingress and egress to 

and from a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in 

the area." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and 

authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order 

the following on a statewide basis effective immediately: 

Article 17 .03 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, and all other relevant 

statutes and rules relating to personal bonds, are hereby suspended to the extent 

necessary to preclude the release on personal bond of any person previously 

convicted of a crime that involves physical violence or the threat of physical 

violence, or of any person currently arrested for such a crime that is supported by 

probable cause. I hereby order that no authority should release on personal bond 

any person previously convicted of a crime that involves physical violence or the 

threat of physical violence, or any person currently arrested for such a crime that is 

supported by probable cause. 

Article 17 .151 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure is hereby suspended to the 

extent necessary to prevent any person's automatic release on personal bond 

because the State is not ready for trial. 

Article 15.21 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure is hereby suspended to the 

extent necessary to prevent any person's automatic release on personal bond 

because the jail of the county where the offense is alleged to have been committed 

does not take charge of the arrested person before the 11th day after the date the 

person is committed to the jail of the county in which the person is arrested. 

Article 42.032 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, and all other relevant 

statutes and rules, are hereby suspended to the extent necessary to preclude the 

grant of commutation of time for good conduct, industry, and obedience to achieve 

the release of any person who has previously been convicted of or is currently 
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serving a sentence for a crime that involves physical violence or the threat of 

physical violence. I hereby order that no authority should grant the commutation 

of time for good conduct, industry, and obedience to achieve the release of any 

person who has previously been convicted of or is currently serving a sentence for 

a crime that involves physical violence or the threat of physical violence. This 

provision does not preclude the accumulation of credit for good conduct, industry, 

and obedience during the pendency of this executive order. 

Article 42.035 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure is hereby suspended to the 

extent necessary to preclude any release of a person to an electronic monitoring 

program, rather than being confined in the jail, if the person has previously been 

convicted of or is currently serving a sentence for a crime that involves physical 

violence or the threat of physical violence. 

Sections 418.1015(b) and 418.108 of the Texas Government Code are hereby 

suspended to the extent necessary to preclude any county judge or mayor of a 

municipality, or any emergency management director, from releasing persons 

under any circumstances inconsistent with this order. 

Provided, however, that nothing herein shall prevent the lawful exercise of 

authority by a county criminal court judge, district judge, or appellate judge in 

considering release on an individualized basis for health or medical reasons, 

provided that proper notice is given to the district attorney and an opportunity for 

hearing is given. 

This executive order shall remain in effect and in full force until modified, amended, 

rescinded, or superseded by the governor. 

Secretary of State 

Given under my hand this the 29th 

day of March, 2020. 
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March 29, 2020 

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs 
Secretary of State 

State Capitol Room lE.8 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Dear Secretary Hughs: 

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF TH[ 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

3� �C>ftl.-1 O'CLOC?, 

1SeCl"etary of State

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following: 

Executive Order No. GA-12 relating to roadway screening and self-quarantine 
during the COVID-19 disaster. 

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal. 

Respectfully submitted, 

sv-----

Attachment 
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BY THE 

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Executive Department 

Austin, Texas 

March 29, 2020 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

GA12 

Relating to roadway screening and self-quarantine during the COVID-19 disaster. 

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March 

13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel 

coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the 

State of Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services has 

determined that COVID-19 represents a public health disaster within the meaning of 

Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and 

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-08 on March 19, 2020, Executive Order GA-

09 on March 22, 2020, Executive Order GA-10 on March 24, 2020, and Executive Order 

GA-11 on March 26, 2020, all in response to the COVID-19 disaster; and 

WHEREAS, many cases of COVID-19 in the State of Texas were caused by people who 

transmitted the virus to Texans after traveling here from other states and countries; and 

WHEREAS, Executive Order GA-11 imposed a mandatory self-quarantine of 14 days for 

air travelers flying to Texas from certain areas experiencing substantial community 

spread of COVID-19, including the City of New Orleans; and 

WHEREAS, Texas shares a border with Louisiana; and 

WHEREAS, on March 26, 2020, the Governor of Louisiana proclaimed that "the 

COVID-19 outbreak in Louisiana has expanded significantly;" and 

WHEREAS, on March 27, 2020, the Governor of Florida extended his quarantine to 

cover people traveling from Louisiana by roadways; and 

WHEREAS, the "governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and 

people presented by disasters" under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code, 

and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility; 

and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the "governor may issue executive orders ... 
hav[ing] the force and effect of law;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.017(a), the "governor may use all available resources of 
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state government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with 
a disaster;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.018(c), the "governor may control ingress and egress to 
and from a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in 
the area;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.173, failure to comply with any executive order issued 
during the COVID-19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, 
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both fine and confinement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and 
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby 
order the following on a statewide basis effective at noon on March 30, 2020: 

Every person who enters the State of Texas through roadways from Louisiana, 
or from any other state as may be proclaimed hereafter, shall be subject to 
mandatory self-quarantine for a period of 14 days from the time of entry into 
Texas or the duration of the person's presence in Texas, whichever is shorter. 
This order to self-quarantine shall not apply to people traveling in connection 
with commercial activity, military service, emergency response, health 
response, or critical-infrastructure functions, as may be determined by the 
Texas Division of Emergency Management. Each person covered by this order 
to self-quarantine shall be responsible for all associated costs, including 
transportation, lodging, food, and medical care. 

The Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) shall enforce this executive 
order along the Texas-Louisiana border. Using a form to be prescribed by 
DPS, each covered person shall designate a quarantine location in Texas, such 
as a residence or a hotel, and provide a full name, date of birth, home address, 
telephone number, and driver license or passport information. DPS Troopers, 
or other approved peace officers, will collect a completed form from a covered 
person and verify it against the person's driver license or passport. Providing 
false information on this form is a criminal offense under Section 37.10 of the 
Texas Penal Code. Questions about this form should be directed to DPS by 
calling (800) 525-5555. 

A covered person shall proceed directly to the designated quarantine location 
entered on the DPS form. Any covered person exhibiting symptoms of 
COVID-19 shall be escorted to the designated quarantine location by a DPS 
Trooper. 

A covered person shall remain in the designated quarantine location for a 
period of 14 days or the duration of the person's presence in Texas, whichever 
is shorter, leaving only to seek medical care or to depart from Texas. During 
that period, a covered person shall not allow visitors into or out of the 
designated quarantine location, other than a health department employee, 
physician, or health care provider, and shall not visit any public spaces. 

DPS Special Agents will conduct unannounced visits to designated quarantine 
locations to verify compliance by confirming the physical presence of covered 
persons. Any failure to comply with this order to self-quarantine shall be a 
criminal offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, confinement in jail 
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This executive order shall remain in effect and in full force until modified, amended, 

rescinded, or superseded by the governor. 

Secretary of State 

Given under my hand this the 29th 

day of March, 2020. 
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GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT 

March 26, 2020 

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs 
Secretary of State 

State Capitol Room lE.8 

Austin, Texas 78701 

Dear Secretary Hughs: 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE 
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Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following: 

Executive Order No. GA-11 relating to airport screening and self-quarantine 
during the COVID-19 disaster. 

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal. 

Respectfully submitted, 

&v-----
e Governor 
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BY THE 

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Executive Department 

Austin, Texas 

March 26, 2020 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

GAU 

Relating to airport screening and self-quarantine during the COVID-19 disaster. 

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March 
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the 
State of Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Department of State Health Services has determined that, as of 
March 19, 2020, COVID-19 represents a public health disaster within the meaning of 
Chapter 8 1  of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and 

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-08 on March 19, 2020, Executive Order GA-
09 on March 22, 2020, and Executive Order GA-10 on March 24, 2020, all in response 
to the COVID-19 disaster; and 

WHEREAS, many cases of COVID-19 in the State of Texas were caused by people who 
transmitted the virus to Texans after flying here from other states and countries; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Deborah Birx, the White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator, 
recently urged everyone who traveled from the New York metropolitan area to self
quarantine for 14 days to ensure that COVID-19 does not spread to others; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Anthony Fauci, a member of the White House Coronavirus Task Force, 
likewise called for 14 days of self-quarantine of travelers from New York so that New 
York does not act as a "seeding point to the rest of the country;" and 

WHEREAS, after the Governor of Florida imposed a quarantine on all air travelers 
arriving from the New York Tri-State Area, which is experiencing substantial 
community spread of COVID-19, the Mayor of New York City remarked to the press, "I 
understand it. We are the epicenter;" and 

WHEREAS, the "governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and 
people presented by disasters" under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code, 
and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility; 
and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the "governor may issue executive orders ... 
hav[ing] the force and effect of law;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.017(a), the "governor may use all available resources of 
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state government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with 

a disaster;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.018( c ), the "governor may control ingress and egress to 

and from a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in 

the area;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.173, failure to comply with any executive order issued 
during the COVID-19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, 
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both fine and confinement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and 

authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order 

the following on a statewide basis effective at noon on March 28, 2020: 

Every person who enters the State of Texas as the final destination through an 

airport, from a point of origin or point of last departure in New York, New Jersey, 

Connecticut, or the City of New Orleans, or in any other state or city as may be 

proclaimed hereafter, shall be subject to mandatory self-quarantine for a period of 

14 days from the time of entry into Texas or the duration of the person's presence 

in Texas, whichever is shorter. This order to self-quarantine shall not apply to 
people traveling in connection with military service, emergency response, health 

response, or critical-infrastructure functions, as may be determined by the Texas 

Division of Emergency Management. Each person covered under this order to 

self-quarantine shall be responsible for all associated costs, including 

transportation, lodging, food, and medical care. 

A covered person shall use a form prescribed by the Texas Department of Public 

Safety (DPS) to designate a quarantine location in Texas, such as a residence or a 

hotel, and provide a full name, date of birth, home address, telephone number, and 

driver license or passport information. DPS Troopers, or other approved peace 
officers, shall collect a completed form from each covered person immediately 

upon disembarking and verify it against the person's driver license or passport. 
Providing false information on this form is a criminal offense under Section 3 7 .10 
of the Texas Penal Code. Questions about this form should be directed to DPS at 

(800) 525-5555.

A covered person shall proceed directly from the airport to the designated 
quarantine location entered on the DPS form. Any covered person exhibiting 
symptoms of COVID-19 shall be escorted to the designated quarantine location by 

a DPS Trooper. 

A covered person shall remain in the designated quarantine location for a period 

of 14 days or the duration of the person's presence in Texas, whichever is shorter, 
leaving only to seek medical care or to depart from Texas. During that period, a 

covered person shall not allow visitors into or out of the designated quarantine 
location, other than a health department employee, physician, or healthcare 

provider, and shall not visit any public spaces. 

DPS Special Agents will conduct unannounced visits to designated quarantine 
locations to verify compliance by confirming the physical presence of covered 
persons. Any failure to comply with this order to self-quarantine shall be a 
criminal offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, confinement in jail for 
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Governor Greg Abbott 

March 26, 2020 

a term not to exceed 180 days, or both. 

Executive Order GA-11 
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This executive order shall remain in effect and in full force until modified, amended, 

rescinded, or superseded by the governor. 

ATTESTED BY: 

�� 
Secretary of State 

Given under my hand this the 26th 

day of March, 2020. 

GREG ABBOTT 

Governor 
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March 24, 2020 

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs 
Secretary of State 
State Capitol Room lE.8 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Dear Secretary Hughs: 

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT 
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�Secretary of State 

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following: 

Executive Order No. GA-10 relating to daily reporting during the COVID-19 
disaster. 

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal. 

Attachment 
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BY THE 

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Executive Department 

Austin, Texas 

March 24, 2020 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

GAlO 

Relating to daily reporting during the COVID-19 disaster. 

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March 

13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel 

coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the 

State of Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) has determined that, 

as of March 19, 2020, COVID-19 represents a public health disaster within the meaning 

of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and 

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-08 on March 19, 2020, and Executive Order 

GA-09 on March 22, 2020, in response to the COVID-19 disaster; and 

WHEREAS, timely information about COVID-19 testing and hospital bed capacity is 

crucial to efforts to cope with the COVID-19 disaster; and 

WHEREAS, Vice President Mike Pence, leader of the White House Coronavirus Task 

Force, has requested that every governor in the United States order daily reporting of 

these crucial pieces of information to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC); and 

WHEREAS, the "governor is responsible for meeting . . .  the dangers to the state and 

people presented by disasters" under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code, 

and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility; 

and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the "governor may issue executive orders . . .

hav[ing] the force and effect of law." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and 

authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order 

the following on a statewide basis effective 11 :59 p.m. on March 24, 2020: 

All hospitals licensed under Chapter 241 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and all 

Texas state-run hospitals, except for psychiatric hospitals, shall submit to DSHS daily 

reports ·of hospital bed capacity, in the manner prescribed by DSHS. DSHS shall 

promptly share this information with the CDC. 

Every public or private entity that is utilizing an FDA-approved test, including an 

emergency use authorization test, for human diagnostic purposes of COVID-19, shall 
submit to DSHS, as well as to the local health department, daily reports of all test results, 

both positive and negative. DSHS shall promptly share this information with the CDC. 
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Governor Greg Abbott 

March 24, 2020 
Executive Order GA-10 
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This executive order shall remain in effect and in full force until modified, amended, 

rescinded, or superseded by me or by a succeeding governor. 

Secretary of State 

Given under my hand this the 24th 

day of March, 2020. 

GREG ABBOTT 

Governor 
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March 22, 2020 

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs 

Secretary of State 

State Capitol Room lE.8 

Austin, Texas 78701 

Dear Secretary Hughs: 

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE

4·,3e, f""-O'CLOCK 

dttf: 
Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following: 

Executive Order No. GA-09 relating to hospital capacity during the COVID-19 

disaster. 

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal. 

Attachment 
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BY THE 

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Executive Department 

Austin, Texas 

March 22, 2020 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

GA09 

Relating to hospital capacity during the COVID-19 disaster. 

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March 13, 

2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel 

coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the State of 

Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Department of State Health Services has determined that, as of March 19, 

2020, COVID-19 represents a public health disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the 

Texas Health and Safety Code; and 

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, I issued an executive order in accordance with the President's 

Corona virus Guidelines for America, as promulgated by President Donald J. Trump and the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and mandated certain obligations for 

Texans that are aimed at slowing the spread of COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, a shortage of hospital capacity or personal protective equipment would hinder 

efforts to cope with the COVID-19 disaster; and 

WHEREAS, hospital capacity and personal protective equipment are being depleted by surgeries 

and procedures that are not medically necessary to correct a serious medical condition or to 

preserve the life of a patient, contrary to recommendations from the President's Corona virus 

Task Force, the CDC, the U.S. Surgeon General, and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 

Services; and 

WHEREAS, various hospital licensing requirements would stand in the way of implementing 

increased occupancy in the event of surge needs for hospital capacity due to COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, the "governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and people 

presented by disasters" under Section 41'8.011 of the Texas Government Code, and the 

legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility; and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the "governor may issue executive orders ... hav[ing] the 

force and effect of law;" and 

WHEREAS, under Section 418.016(a), the "governor may suspend the provisions of any 

regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business or the orders or rules 

of a state agency if strict compliance with the provisions, orders, or rules would in any way 

prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with a disaster;" and 
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Governor Greg Abbott 

March 22, 2020 
Executive Order GA-09 
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WHEREAS, under Section 418.173, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the 
COVID-19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, confinement in jail 
for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both fine and confinement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and authority 
vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order that, beginning 
now and continuing until 11:59 p.m. on April 21, 2020, all licensed health care professionals and 
all licensed health care facilities shall postpone all surgeries and procedures that are not 
immediately medically necessary to correct a serious medical condition of, or to preserve the life 
of, a patient who without immediate performance of the surgery or procedure would be at risk for 
serious adverse medical consequences or death, as determined by the patient's physician; 

PROVIDED, however, that this prohibition shall not apply to any procedure that, if performed in 
accordance with the commonly accepted standard of clinical practice, would not deplete the 
hospital capacity or the personal protective equipment needed to cope with the COVID-19 
disaster. 

At the request of the Texas Health and Human Services Commission, I hereby suspend the 
following p�ovisions to the extent necessary to implement increased occupancy in the event of 
surge needs for hospital capacity due to COVID-19: 

25 TAC Sec. 133.162(d)(4)(A)(iii)(I); 
25 TAC Sec. 133.163(f)(l)(A)(i)(II)-(ill); 
25 TAC Sec. 133.163(f)(l)(B)(i)(ill)-(IV); 
25 TAC Sec. 133.163(m)(l)(B)(ii); 
25 TAC Sec. 133.163(t)(l)(B)(iii)-(iv); 
25 TAC Sec. 133.163(t)(l)(C); 
25 TAC Sec. 133.163(t)(5)(B)-(C); and 
any other pertinent regulations or statutes, upon written approval of the Office of the 
Governor. 

This executive order shall remain in effect and in full force until 11:59 p.m. on April 21, 2020, 
unless it is mo if d. m nded, rescinded, or superseded by me or by a succeeding governor. 

Secretary of State 

Given under my hand this the 22nd day of 
March, 2020. 

GREG ABBOTT 
Governor 
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DECLARATION OF A PUBLIC HEALTH DISASTER IN THE STATE OF TEXAS

March 19, 2020

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

I, John W. Hellerstedt, M.D., Commissioner of the Department of State Health Services, do hereby
certify that the introduction and spread of the communicable disease known as COVID-19 in the
State of Texas has created an immediate threat, poses a high risk of death to a large number of
people and creates a substantial risk of public exposure because of the disease’s method of
transmission and evidence that there is community spread in Texas.

THEREFORE, in accordance with the authority vested in me by Section 81.082(d) of the Texas
Health and Safety Code, I do hereby declare a state of public health disaster for the entire State
of Texas.

Pursuant to Section 81.002 of the code, each person shall act responsibly to prevent and control
communicable disease. The following actions, taken immediately, will reduce and delay the
spread of COVID-19:

• People, businesses and communities should immediately undertake hygiene, cleanliness
and sanitation practices that are accessible, affordable and known to be effective against
COVI D-19.

o Wash hands often for 20 seconds and encourage others to do the same.
o If no soap and water are available, use hand sanitizer with at least 60%

alcohol.
o Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue, then throw the tissue away.
o Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
o Disinfect surfaces, buttons, handles, knobs, and other places touched often.
o Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

• People who are known to have, or are under investigation or monitoring, for COVID-19,
should adhere to the direction provided to them by duly authorized persons, including
public health officials. Failure to abide by such direction may result in involuntary
quarantine or isolation for the purposes of preventing further community spread of
COVI D-19.
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• People who are ill, especially those with symptoms consistent with influenza or COVID
19, should isolate themselves at home until they recover. Such persons should only
present for medical evaluation and treatment if their symptoms are such that they cannot
continue to be cared for in their home. And, when seeking medical care should call their
doctor or health care facility before arriving to allow them to prepare.

• Limit trips into the public to essential outings. Traveling to work, the grocery store, the
pharmacy or to seek medical care would be considered essential trips.

• Limit as much as possible close contact with other people. Stay six feet away.
• Do not gather in social groups of more than ten (10) individuals.
• Employers should allow work at home alternatives to the greatest extent possible.
• Restaurants should not allow dine-in options, either inside or outside. Take-out and

curbside options with minimal contact are permitted and highly encouraged.

The Texas Department of State Health Services will continue to provide the most current and
practical advice on how to control the spread of COVID-19 and encourages all Texans to seek
additional information from a trusted source such as https://www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/
or from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/.

Adherence to these rules and the sound public health principles that support them will provide
optimal protection for the people of Texas. These measures are necessary to advance the health
and safety of all Texans.
Copies of this proclamation will be filed with applicable authorities.

ATTESTED BY:

Ruth Hughs
Secretary of State
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Given under my hand this the

day of March, 2020.

JOHN W. HELLERSTEDT, M.D.
Commissioner of Public Health
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